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least, in addition to his German uniforms and ordinary
clothes.
An immense amount of importance is attached to these
sumptuary questions by the reigning families of Europe.
On one occasion an imperial meeting between the kaiser
and the late czar was delayed for three whole days, while
government stocks all over the world declined in value,
and the utmost apprehension prevailed on the score of
peace, merely because the prince who held the office of
•grand-master of the czar's wardrobe had neglected to bring
with him the German uniforms of his master. It may be
added that he lost his office in consequence.
This peculiar form of royal and imperial courtesy, con-
sisting in the sovereign and royal princes of one country
donning the uniforms or livery of the foreign monarch
whom they wish to compliment, originated with Frederick
the Great. In 1770, he had to pay a visit to the Emperor
of Austria at the castle of Neustadt, in Moravia. Only
seven years before, Prussia had been engaged in her great
struggle with the empire, and had thoroughly beaten Aus-
tria. Frederick feared that the too familiar blue Prussian
uniform might awaken unpleasant memories on the part of
the emperor and his court. So, with the utmost delicacy,
he and all his staff appeared at Neustadt in the white Aus-
trian uniforms, an act of courtesy on the part of the victor
to the vanquished which was warmly appreciated both by
Emperor Joseph and all his Austrian entourage. The fashion
thus inaugurated has remained in existence ever since, be-
ing facilitated by the fact that every sovereign in Europe,
including even Queen Victoria, the Queen Regent of
Spain, and the two Queens of Holland, holds honorary com-
mands in a number of foreign regiments.
During the reign of Old Emperor William, those who

